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MCU-GET Preparation

Reading Skills
Prepared by: Pragasit Sitthitikul

Reading is a Dynamic Process
Reading is a dynamic process between the page, the eye, and the brain. Take
an active role in your reading right from the start, and you will improve your
understanding of everything you read. Ask yourself these questions:
What do I already know about the topic?

When you read, your brain actively links what you already know and what is
new to you. You understand and learn new material by associating it with information
that you already know. Imagine that you are about to read the following articles. Take
a few minutes right now to jot down what you know about these topics. Then take
some notes about what you would like to learn from these articles. The whole process
should not take you more than five minutes for each topic.

Acrticles topics:

“Thai Economy in the Future”
“Gang Violence”

“Prisons and Punishment”

What | know about the topic:

Why am I reading this?

Think about your purpose—your reason—for reading a specific book, report,
article, or memo. Why have you picked this document to read? You may be reading
to:

B get facts
M get opinions
B be entertained
u

confirm a belief
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get an overview on an issue
learn new information

review notes

support a position

Next, think about how much information you need to get from this particular
document. If you need specific facts, you can skim the material until you come to
the information. Then you will have to read that portion of the text in depth. If you
need general opinions or an overview, you can read much more quickly. When you
read about a subject that you know well, your brain is familiar with the facts. As a
result, you can move quickly through most of the text and slow down only when
you come to new information.

What information is important?

Skim and Scan. Start by skimming the book to identify the main ideas. Focus
on the introduction, the table of contents, chapter headings, and opening paragraphs.
Also glance at the author’s biography. Build on prior knowledge by looking for facts
you already know. Read this as quickly as you can. This way, you will be able to
focus on the key ideas and critical details and skim over the material that does not
pertain to your needs.

How is the material organized?

After your preview, think about how the information is presented in the text.
Authors arrange their facts, details, and examples to make their point in the most
effective way. Here are some ways that information can be arranged in a document:

B most to least important
M |east to most important
cause and effect
advantages and disadvantages
chronological order
spatial order
steps in a process
examples

comparison and contrast

reasons
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What is coming next in the passage?

A key activity in reading is making predictions. As you read, your brain is
trying to figure out what is coming next in the text. Once you find out what is coming
next, you either confirm or revise your prediction.

Making predictions quickly. To be effective, you must make reading
predictions quickly. By making predictions, you can narrow your focus.

If you are reading fiction, identify yourself with the main characters. Think
about how the characters’ experiences and attitudes are the same as and different from
your own. Ask yourself these questions as you make predictions about stories and
novels:

1. What has happened in the story thus far?
2. What important event in the story might cause something to happen?
3. What might happen next in the sequence of events?
4. How will the character act next?
What is the main idea of this reading?

To answer this question, restate the information in your own words. Create
brief summaries to make sure that you have understood the author’s point either on
index cards or mentally. It is vital that you create your summaries out of your own
words. Copying the author’s phrases shows that you really don’t grasp what you have
read.

Organize the information. Devise different ways to organize the information
that is useful to you. See what connection you can find among ideas. Use visual aids
to help. The more you force your brain to organize the material, the better you will be
able to understand and recall it.

The Topic Sentence
Definitions, descriptions, and examples:
A topic sentence is a general statement that expresses the main idea of a paragraph.
A paragraph is a group of sentences that develop one main idea.
The main idea is the general statement that the other sentences support or explain.
The general statement of the main idea is also called the topic sentence.
The topic sentence has two main parts:

subject: what the paragraph is about
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focus: what the paragraph is going to say about the subject.
Examples:
Most adults / find learning a foreign language difficult.
subject / focus
Telephones / intrude into the privacy of our daily lives.
subject / focus
Parents of teenagers / often feel unappreciated.
subject / focus
A topic sentence sets up one paragraph which is usually less than a page of text;
therefore, the topic sentence should be general, but not too general.
Too general: Sports are exciting.
Much better: Watching the 1988 Super Bowl game between the Washington
Redskins and the Denver Broncos kept me on the edge of my chair.

General guidelines for creating effective topic sentences:

1. A topic sentence should always be a complete sentence.
2. A topic sentence should not merely state a single fact.
3. A topic sentence should be a general statement but not too broad or too vague.

Location of the topic sentence in a paragraph

A topic sentence may come at the beginning, as the second sentence, at the end, or
may be implied. In academic writing assignments, many instructors (but not all) seem
to prefer that the topic sentence come at the beginning of the paragraph.
Here is an example of a proper paragraph with supporting sentences:
NU—
I had a wonderful summer. First, | started sleeping in every day. | would then
go swimming with my friends. I stayed up late watching TV a lot, and | went to
camp for a week. | wished my summer would never end!
R
What is the topic sentence? (Ask yourself what the paragraph is about.)
"1 had a wonderful summer" is the topic sentence. Everything else supports that
idea. The final sentence is the concluding sentence. It sums up what the author wants

to communicate in the paragraph. "1 wished my summer would never end!".
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Here is an example of a paragraph that has a sentence that doesn't quite fit in. Try

to find it!
ek dek ek

Regardless of what some people may think, the desert is a beautiful place. The

blossoming wildflowers in the spring are a joy to see. Spectacular sunsets

delight the eye. Sometimes | go swimming. The occasional quail or roadrunner

dart across the sandy roads. It is a unique experience.

ek Kok

What doesn't belong? "*Sometimes | go swimming" has nothing whatsoever to do
with the topic sentence that states that the desert is a beautiful place. Get rid of it!
Time to Practice!!!

Topic and Main Idea

Practice 1:
Directions: Read each paragraph and determine its topic. Then select the answer
choice that tells the main idea sentence.
Passage One
Passing fears are common in early childhood. Many 2- to 4-year-olds are afraid of
animals, especially dogs. By 6 years, children are more likely to be afraid of the dark.
Other common fears are of thunderstorms, doctors, and imaginary creatures.
1. The topic of this paragraph is
A)  fear.
B) passing fears.
C)  two-to-four year olds fear of animals.

D)  common fears

2. The main idea of this paragraph is
A)  Passing fears are common in early childhood.
B)  Many 2- to 4-year olds are afraid of animals, especially dogs.
C) By 6 years, children are more likely to be afraid of the dark.
D)  Other common fears are of thunderstorms, doctors, and imaginary

creatures.
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Passage Two
Congratulations! You have been offered a job. The time has come to negotiate your

salary. The question to ask yourself is: *"How much am | worth?" Your answer will
likely affect the outcome of your salary negotiation. The point is, in order to negotiate
the best possible salary, you must convince both yourself and the employer of the
value that you will bring to the job.
3. The topic of this paragraph is

A)  congratulations.

B) being offered a job.

C)  asking yourself how much you are worth.

D)  negotiating the best possible salary.
4. The stated main idea of this paragraph is

A)  You have been offered a job.

B)  The time has come to negotiate your salary.

C)  The question to ask yourself is: "How much am | worth?"

D)  The pointis, in order to negotiate the best possible salary, you must

convince both yourself and the employer of the value that you will bring to the

job.
Passage Three

There are gender differences in adolescents' satisfaction with their bodies.
Compared with boys, girls are usually less happy with their bodies and have more
negative body images. Also, as puberty proceeds, girls often become even more
dissatisfied with their bodies. This is probably because their body fat increases. In
contrast, boys become more satisfied as they move through puberty, probably because

their muscle mass increases.

5. The topic of this paragraph is
A)  adolescents' satisfaction with their bodies.
B) girls' negative body images.
C)  puberty.

D)  boys' muscle mass during puberty.
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6. The stated main idea of this paragraph is

A)  There are gender differences in adolescents' satisfaction with their
bodies.

B)  Compared with boys, girls are usually less happy with their bodies and
have more negative body images.

C)  Also, as puberty proceeds, girls often become even more dissatisfied
with their bodies.

D) Incontrast, boys become more satisfied as they move through puberty,

probably because their muscle mass increases.

Passage Four
One of the big programming surprises of the 2002 summer TV series was a show on

the Fox Network called American Idol, a talent search that highlighted several
aspiring performers. The final episode of the show garnered the biggest audience
share among 18- to 49-year olds that the network has ever had. Based on a British
series called Pop Idol, American Idol is another in a long list of shows that the United
States has imported. In fact, many popular U.S. TV shows originated overseas. These
include the quiz shows Who Wants to Be A Millionaire and The Weakest Link, both
also from Britain . Other examples include Survivor, imported from Sweden; Big
Brother , based on a Dutch series of the same name; and TLC's Trading Spaces, based
on the British series, Changing Rooms.
7. The topic of this paragraph is

A)  Dbig programming surprises.

B)  American Idol.

C)  popular U.S. TV shows.

D)  British quiz shows.
8. The stated main idea of this paragraph is

A)  One of the big programming surprises of the 2002 summer TV series
was a show on the Fox Network called American Idol, a talent search that highlighted
several aspiring performers.

B) Based on a British series called Pop Idol, American Idol is another in a

long list of shows that the United States has imported.

8
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C) In fact, many U.S. TV shows have first originated overseas.
D)  These include the quiz shows Who Wants to Be A Millionaire and The
Weakest Link, both also from Britain.

Passage Five
Don't wait for your company to send you to school. Determine your needs and ask

about the company's training program. If they don't have one, sign up for classes at a
local college. When it comes to your profession, you should be a lifelong learner. Put
a high priority on learning new skills and on personal growth and professional
development. Learn new software technology and improve interpersonal and writing
skills.
9. The topic of this paragraph is

A)  waiting for your company to send you to school.

B)  the company's training program.

C) being a lifelong learner.

D)  new software technology.

10. The stated main idea of this paragraph is
A)  Don't wait for your company to send you to school.
B) Determine your needs and ask about the company's training program.
C)  When it comes to your profession, you should be a lifelong learner.
D) Learn new software technology and improve interpersonal and writing
skills.

*hhkkkkkhkhkkhkkhkkkkkikiihkikixk

Practice 2:

Identifying main ideas
Directions: Read the short paragraphs below and choose the main idea for each.
1. Native people in early North America liked to play games. Their favorite games

were played with a stick and a ball, like lacrosse. In lacrosse the rule is that you can't
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touch the ball with your hands. You catch the ball in a net on the end of a stick and
use the stick to throw the ball.

A: Their favorite games were played with a stick and a ball, like lacrosse.

B: Native people in early North America liked to play games.

C: You catch the ball in a net on the end of a stick and use the stick to throw the
ball.

D: In lacrosse the rule is that you can't touch the ball with your hands.

2. Not all plants grow in the same way. Some plants grow and reproduce in one year
and are called annuals. Some plants grow and reproduce in two years and are called
biennials. Other plants grow and reproduce for many years and are called perennials.

A: Other plants grow and reproduce for many years and are called perennials.

B: Some plants grow and reproduce in two years and are called biennials.

C: Not all plants grow in the same way.

D: Some plants grow and reproduce in one year and are called annuals.

3. Teeth can tell you what kinds of food a mammal eats. Plant eaters (herbivores) like
deer have large, flat molars for grinding plants. Animals that eat both plants and meat
(omnivores) have strong canines and molars for tearing and grinding foods. Animals
that are meat eaters (carnivores) have canine teeth for cutting and tearing.

A: Animals that are meat eaters (carnivores) have canine teeth for cutting and
tearing.

B: Plant eaters (herbivores) like deer have large, flat molars for grinding plants.

C: Animals that eat both plants and meat (omnivores) have strong canines and
molars for tearing and grinding foods.

D: Teeth can tell you what kinds of food a mammal eats.

4. Animals have defenses against being eaten, and so do plants. Plants like milkweed
have strong chemicals that can make animals sick. Poison lvy has oils in its leaves that
will give animals an itchy rash. Blackberries have sharp thorns all over the plant.

A: Animals have defenses against being eaten, and so do plants.

B: Blackberries have sharp thorns all over the plant.

10
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C: Poison ivy has oils in its leaves that will give animals an itchy rash.

D: Plants like hemlock have strong chemicals that can make animals sick.

5. Dogs are often called man's best friend, but they also help humans in many ways.
Some dogs hunt or retrieve. Some dogs guide the blind. Others guard animals and
property.

A: Others guard animals and property.

B: Some dogs guide the blind.

C: Some dogs hunt or retrieve.

D: Dogs are often called man's best friend, but they also help humans in many

ways.

6. Before the Europeans came, women in North America had more power and
freedom than women in Europe or Asia. Women owned their own houses. They could
get divorced if they wanted to. They didn't lose their children if they did get divorced.

A: Women owned their own houses.

B: They didn't lose their children if they did get divorced.

C: They could get divorced if they wanted to.

D: Before the Europeans came, women in North America had more power and
freedom than women in Europe or Asia.
7. Martin Luther King Jr. was one of America’'s most important civil rights leaders. He
inspired many with his famous, "l have a dream" speech. He believed in using non-
violent methods to achieve his dream of racial integration. He was assassinated at age
39.

A: He was assassinated at age 39.

B: He believed in using non-violent methods to achieve his dream of racial
integration.

C: He inspired many with his famous, "I have a dream™ speech.

D: Martin Luther King Jr. was one of America's most important civil rights leaders.

11
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Directions: For Questions 8-10, underline the sentence that is the main idea of
the paragraph.

8. There are great numbers of deer around here. This whole area is great country
for hunters and fishermen. There are bears, mountain lions, and coyotes. To the east
there are streams full of trout, and there are ducks and geese

9. Advertising affects our lives everyday. Brand names are common household
words. We start each day using the toothpaste, soap, and breakfast foods promoted by
advertisers. Ads have made the cars we drive signs of our success. Our choices of
food, dress, and entertainment are swayed by ads. Not one aspect of American life is
untouched by advertising.

10. Penicillin is one of the greatest of the wonder drugs. It has saved thousands of
lives already and will save many more in the future. Unfortunately it has no effect at
all on most of the ills of mankind. Penicillin is a very good drug, but it is certainly not

a cure-all.

12
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Test Yourself!

Directions: Read the following passages and choose the best answer for each

question.

Interview with Beomasa Temple Buddhist Monk Chun Moon

Two months ago, | participated in a Temple Stay at Beomasa Temple in Busan, South
Korea. The stay turned out to be a sort of meditation retreat. After arriving and getting
comfortable in my monk-like robes, | was introduced to Polish monk Chun Moon.
After some small talk, he was thrilled to learn | was from Woonsocket, RI; a stones-
throw from the Zen Center in Cumberland, Rl where he once studied. It was a definite

moment of synchronicity to be sure.

Chun Moon’s Polish background, his time spent at the Zen Center in Cumberland and
his presence at a mountain temple in Korea fascinated me and | wanted to learn a bit

more about his story and some of his thoughts on Buddhism from a monastic point of
view; particularly a monastic in Korea, one of the predominantly Buddhist regions of

the world, as opposed to the Western lens of Buddhism that | was brought up with.

I: You are probably one of the few western born monks living in Korea and | for one

was surprised when | met you.

Chun Moon: There are actually quite a few western monks in Korea. There are
American monks, Russian monks, some Argentineans; there are over fifty monks living
in the Cho Gye Jong Order.

I: Where did your path to being a monk begin? Was there an epiphany moment? Many
Christians speak of hearing a call to priesthood or to be a monk, but was your calling

more subtle?

13
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Chun Moon: It was not really a calling. I don’t like those Christian terms. I started
getting into yoga and Buddhism in my late teens/ early twenties. At twenty | met my
teacher Soong Sang. He was a Korean and he started a Zen Center in Providence,
Rhode Island. In 1986, | went to the United States to study at the Zen Center and after
Soong Sang’s death in 2004 I made the decision to become a monk. In 2007, I came to

Korea and started living as a monk.

I: What is the difference between a Zen Center, where you were, and a Temple?

Chun Moon: Zen Centers are for lay people. It is where they go to practice
meditation. It is concerned with the practice side of Buddhism, or meditation. It is
where lay people go to practice living in the present. If you are doing something, just
do it; nothing else. If you eat, just eat. If you drive, just drive. The Cultural Revolution
in the 1970s brought a lot of eastern philosophy into the United States and the
popularity of meditation came out of that. Zen Centers started to open up to give

people a place to go.

There are no monastics in the west. Temples are only in Korea and in this part of the
world. Korean Buddhism is engrained in the society and has been for thousands of
years; much like Catholicism is engrained in parts of the western world. And much
like old women and people in general find community in churches in the west, old

women come to temples to pray, but also for social purposes.

I: Buddhism is one of the major religions of the world; do you think that all religions
attempt to answer the same fundamental BIG questions? Or were you drawn to

Buddhism because it was different?

Chun Moon: You have to answer it. The questions are there for your answers. Buddha
teaches that anyone can be Buddha. The big question is simple, ‘Who am I?’ Everyone
can answer it. My teacher, Soong Sang used to teach Trappist monks at the Abbey of

Gethsemani ways to meditate and he used to say it was so simple because they were

14
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doing the same thing. Do you know Thomas Merton? It was his abbey.

We are caught up in a realm of name and form. It’s only transitory, this whole world
and the names and forms we give things don’t make a difference. Our language Works
in absolutes: light and dark, black and white, good and bad. We are too caught in the

concepts and language, it is really very simple: ‘Who am I?’

I: Is meditation as simple as breathing or should it be done with more intent, like a

prayer?

Chun Moon: I don'’t like the term ‘prayer.’ It is loaded. Prayer immediately makes me
think of asking for something. People pray with the wrong intent. They pray for
something. They have a goal or a desire. A great mind once said, ‘prayer is the
petition considering himself or herself unworthy before a power.’ Praying for
something is not how it works, it is a good intention, but it ends there. It is just an

intention.

Meditation is special attention. It is breathing and simply being. There is no focused
thought or desire. It is being as one is.

‘Outside people’ meditation has often become to become better; to be more focused or
to prepare for something. But in truth, meditation should have no goal, you already
have everything; nothing else is needed. Meditation is just about clearing your mind.
A good mantra is to simply inhale “clear mind’ and exhale ‘don’t know.’ It is all
about keeping a moving mind on this moment. It is all there is, we should not be

separate from it. And underlying all meditation is the question, ‘who am 1.’

A big obstacle is constantly checking yourself to see if you are doing it right.
Meditation is an act of Great Faith, Great Courage and Great Question. Great Faith
like a hen on eggs waiting patiently for the eggs to hatch, knowing they will hatch.
Great Courage like a cat focusing on a hole a mouse just ran into, waiting ready to

pounce when he comes out. Great Question, ‘Who am I?’

15
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I: Let’s talk about mindfulness. In this day and age we are completely hyper-
connected. Everything is instantaneous and at our finger-tips. Define being mindful

for the Millennial Generation.

Chun Moon: When you do something, do it 100%. Only do what is present,
completely. Information and minds work fast and our concentration is scattered.
Mindfulness is being fully aware of what you are doing. Mindfulness also means not
getting attached to words. Just do what you are doing, 100% and you will never be

anywhere but the present.

1) Where did the two men first meet?
1. In Poland 3. In South Korea

2. In America 4. In Russia

2) Why did “I” want to talk to Chun Moon?
1. Because he wanted to learn some of his thoughts on Buddhism.
2. Because he was excited to talk to someone from Woonsocket.
3. Because he wanted to learn how to meditate from him.

4. Because he was interested in the Western lens of Buddhism.

3) When did Chun Moon become interested in Buddhism?
1. Since he was born. 3. In 2004.
2. When he was about 20. 4. In 2007.

4) What was an important event in the 19070s?
1. Zen Centers were built for Buddhists to practice meditation.
2. Meditation was first introduced to the world.
3. There was the Cultural Revolution.

4. 1t was when Chun Moon met his teacher.
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5) What is the Buddhism’s fundamental big question?
1. Who am 1? 3. Do you know Lord Buddha?

2. How to be Buddha? 4. How to attain salvation?

6) According to Chun Moon, the main reason that most people pray is because

1. they have a great mind 3. it is the first step to meditate

2. it is what they have to do 4. they have a goal or desire

7) The last issue or topic that these two men discussed was about
1. meditation 3. Millennial Generation

2. mindfulness 4. The Zen Center

8) “My teacher, Soong Sang used to teach Trappist monks at the Abbey of Gethsemani
ways to meditate and he used to say it was so simple because they were doing the

same thing. Do you know Thomas Merton? It was his abbey."

What does “his” refer to?
1. Soong Sang’s 3. Trappist monks’
2. Chun Moon’s 4. Thomas Merton’s

9) ... I wanted to learn a bit more about his story and some of his thoughts on

Buddhism from a monastic point of view ...”

The word ‘monastic’ in this context is closest in meaning to
1. relating to monks 3. relating to Christians

2. relating to meditation 4. relating to community

10) “Temples are only in Korea and in this part of the world. Korean Buddhism is
engrained in the society and has been for thousands of years; much like Catholicism

is engrained in parts of the western world.”
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The word ‘engrained’ in this context is closest in meaning to
1. completely destroyed 3. firmly fixed
2. just started 4. gradually developed

*kkhkkkhkkhkhkkkhkkkikkkihkkikhkkkikx

A Life-Changing Experience

How do you transform your life to find greater meaning?

What does it take to transform your life in a way that you find greater meaning and
satisfaction in what you do on a daily basis? Psychotherapy is certainly one option but
the effects aren't often as long-lasting as we prefer; it also often takes considerable
time and resources. | teach and supervise therapists for a living so I'm a big fan of the
power that such an experience can have. And yet. . . there are other ways to find
meaning in our lives and produce life-altering transitions. For instance, religious or
spiritual involvement is a path that is often chosen. Others seek salvation in their work
or immerse themselves in social activities. Still others pursue greater satisfaction and
meaning through creative outlets or through reading and studying subjects of interest.
I would suggest, however, that it is through service to others that we can most easily

produce transformative changes--not only in those we help, but also in ourselves.

There is such a hunger that many of us feel to find greater meaning in our lives and
work, to engage more meaningfully with those we love, to create deeper intimacy in
all our relationships, to feel the incredible (and frightening) thrill of encountering new
experiences that move us emotionally, intellectually, and also deep in our souls. This
search for deeper engagement with life is what leads to travel, education, to devour
stimulating readings (to read articles like this!), but also destructive forms of self-
medication that are intended to stifle that inner voice that challenges our current life
choices. So how can we most effectively (and swiftly) produce such life-changing

experiences?
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| would submit that one consistently powerful option that often has lasting effects
involves reaching out to others who are neglected, ignored, oppressed, abused, or
marginalized--those most in need. It seems to make little difference exactly what you
do, whether it is in your local community or a remote village abroad, whether you
work with one person or a large group, whether you teach, mentor, support, consult, or
build something; the key is feeling like you are doing some good. Your own life feels
redeemed by your effort to use what you know, what you may have suffered or
endured, what you can do, to help others who would otherwise have been left to

flounder.

To select one problem that | find especially heart-wrenching is the prevalence of sex
trafficking around the world. In one small region of Nepal, a place | have been
working for many years, there are over 12,000 girls each year who are kidnapped or
sold into sex slavery, some as young as 8 years old. These are mostly lower caste girls
whose families have experienced catastrophic illness, deprivation, or hardships. With
little money or resources to support all the children in school, it is the young girls who
are most at risk. Whatever assistance or interventions that are offered by volunteers, it
has been fascinating for me to observe the ways that their own lives have been
transformed in unexpected ways. It is not uncommon that people return from these
service trips resolved to enrich their friendships, build greater intimacy with their
families, make abrupt shifts in their careers, or initiate dramatic changes in their
lifestyles. Many of these life-changing experiences result from the transcendent

feeling of greater meaning and purpose that often accompanies altruistic efforts.

11) Based on the information from the first paragraph, psychotherapy
1. is the best way to find greater meaning in your life.
2. is the only option to make your life more happy.
3. can transform your life into a more meaningful one.

4. can cause long-lasting effects for a better life.
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12) What is a common way that most people choose to find meaning in their lives?
1. Getting involved with religious activities 3. Joining social activities

2. Reading interesting books and magazines 4. Furthering their study

13) Which of the following is believed to be the best way if you want to find greater
meaning and satisfaction in what you do?
1. Through psychotherapy 3. Through reading books of interest

2. Through religious or spiritual involvement 4. Through service to others

14) According to the author, is a most powerful way that has long-lasting
effects to help you find greater meaning and satisfaction in your life.

1. doing some good to those in great need

2. visiting a remote village abroad

3. developing your local community

4. creating deeper intimacy with others

15) What problem did the author mention in the last paragraph?
1. Financial support for children to go to school
2. Not enough learning resources
3. Health problem of the girls
4. Sex trafficking of young girls

16) How did the author feel when he talked about this problem?
1. He felt very cheerful. 3. He felt extremely sad.
2. He felt totally peaceful. 4. He felt much honored.

17) “This search for deeper engagement with life is what leads to travel, education, to
devour stimulating readings (to read articles like this!), but also destructive forms of
self-medication that are intended to stifle that inner voice that challenges our current

life choices.”
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‘“This search’ refers to
1. To find greater meaning in our lives and work
2. To feel incredible emotional experiences
3. Destructive forms of self-medication

4. Travel, education, and readings

18) What does it take to transform your life in a way that you find greater meaning

and satisfaction in what you do on a daily basis?

The word ‘transform’ in this context is closest in meaning to
1. inform 3. make use of

2. change 4. take care of

19) “There is such a hunger that many of us feel to find greater meaning in our lives
and work, to engage more meaningfully with those we love, to create deeper intimacy
in all our relationships, to feel the incredible (and frightening) thrill of encountering

new experiences that move us emotionally, intellectually, and also deep in our souls.”

The word ‘encountering’ in this context is closest in meaning to
1. producing 3. changing
2. providing 4. facing

20) “I would submit that one consistently powerful option that often has lasting
effects involves reaching out to others who are neglected, ignored, oppressed, abused,

or marginalized--those most in need.”
The word ‘marginalized’ in this context is closest in meaning to

1. those who are neglected 3. those who are ignored

2. those who are abused 4. those who are in need

*kkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkihkkhkhikkikx
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MCU-GET : READING TEST

Passage 1

Tens of millions of people, both old and young, practice Tai Chi in China and Chinatowns all
around the globe. Researchers have found that long term practice of Tai Chi has favourable effects
on balance control, flexibility, cardiovascular fitness and also a reduced risk of falls in the elderly.
Tai Chi routines are slow and do not involve the use of weights. This makes it especially ideal for
the elderly. Studies by the Oregon Research Institute have shown that Tai Chi offers the greatest
benefit to older men and women who are healthy but relatively inactive.

Improved cardiovascular and respiratory functions have been found in healthy subjects as well as
those who have undergone coronary artery bypass surgery. Those who suffer from heart failure,

high blood pressure, heart attacks, arthritis and multiple sclerosis have all benefited from Tai Chi.

A surprising fact about the slow and gentle low impact movements of Tai Chi is that is has been

proven to burn more calories than surfing and skiing.

There are a variety of types in Tai Chi. Most of them begin with a series of controlled movements
or forms. Some of the types have fanciful names like Grasping the Sparrow's Tail or Repulse the
Monkey. There are many books from which information may be sourced. There are also a growing
number of recreational centres, health clubs and residential organizations which conduct Tai Chi

sessions each day.

Tai Chi is flexible in allowing participants to practice at their own pace. An added benefit is the
enlarging of one's social circle. The lack of urgency in the movements is of special appeal for the
elderly. This also means that there is no risk of injuries to life, limb or creaky joints. Intense focus

is combined with slow elegant movements that improve agility, strength and balance.

The actual benefit of following a routine of Tai Chi will only be evident after several months of
continuous practice. But the enhanced health can translate into a whole new lifestyle. When people

start to feel healthier and better, they naturally become more active in their daily life.
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1. What is the main objective of this passage?
1. to introduce Tai Chi to Chinese people
2. to discuss why Tai Chi is so popular today
3. to introduce a variety of types in Tai Chi
4. to discuss benefits of Tai Chi for heath

2. According to the passage, how is Tai Chi perceived in China?
1. It takes a long-term practice.
2. It is slow and suitable for inactive people.
3. It is practiced by those having risks of falls.
4. It is indeed quite popular.

3. The underlined word ‘ideal’ in the passage is closest in meaning to
1. difficult
2. perfect
3. necessary

4. equivalent

4. ¢...have been found in healthy subjects as well as those who have undergone
coronary artery bypass surgery’. What does those most probably refer to in this
sentence?

1. patients

2. subjects

3. people

4. the Chinese

5. Which of the following statements is TRUE?
1. The low impact movements of Tai Chi are comparable to those of skiing.
2. Most types of Tai Chi commence with a sequence of forms.
3. Tai Chi is best learned with a Tai Chi master.

4. It only takes weeks to see the benefit of practicing Tai Chi in effect.
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6. The underlined word ‘agility’ in the passage is closest in meaning to
1. charisma
2. idleness
3. liveliness

4, urgency

7. What is the tone of the passage?
1. emotional
2. persuasive
3. disapproving

4. advice-giving

Passage 2

Cyber-bullying is a form of online harassment of a person. This problem was almost unheard of
only 15 years ago. However, more and more people are now using the Internet. This is creating
new problems for society. On the Internet, it is easier for people to hide their identity. This can
encourage bullies to use the Internet to engage in this kind of harmful behavior. There are many

ways that cyber-bullies use the Internet to hurt their victim.

Cyber-bullies might use social media sites like Facebook or Twitter to make hurtful comments
about another person. They may spread rumors or lies about someone, which can damage the
victim’s reputation. Cyber-bullies often pose as another person in order to try and make their
victim say something embarrassing. They might also try to trick their victim into believing they
are in a romantic relationship or friendship that is not real. Another form of cyber-bullying is to
post embarrassing photographs or videos of the victim without asking permission. These can

remain on the Internet for years so they are very distressing for victims.

This type of bullying is becoming more common, especially among young people. A 2010 CBS

News report showed that 42% of young Americans have been the victim of cyber-bullying. Some
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victims of cyber-bullying have even committed suicide. Many governments are trying to make
online harassment illegal. Forty-five states in America have passed laws to prevent online
bullying. Canada is currently considering passing a strict law against cyber-bullying. It will take

some time before society learns how to cope with the potential drawbacks of this new technology.

8. According to the article, why was cyber-bullying almost unheard of 15 years
ago?

1. because recently most societies are worse than ever

2. because recently more people are now using the Internet

3. because recently more people are turning into bullies

4. because bullying someone online is easier than bullying someone physically
9. According to the article, what is cyber-bullying?

1. when someone hides their identity online

2. when someone encourages a person to post content online

3. when someone uses the internet to harm or frighten another person

4. when someone hurts or frightens someone who is smaller or less powerful
10. The underlined word *hurt' in paragraph 1 could be replaced with?

1. assist 2. burn

3. abuse 4. smash
11. The underlined word 'reputation’ in paragraph 2 could be replaced with?

1. fame 2. rejection

3. appearance 4. excellence
12. The underlined word 'these" in paragraph 2 refers to?

1. victims 2. cyber-bullies

3. romantic relationships 4. photographs or videos
13. According to the article, why are many governments are trying to make online

harassment illegal?

1. because society cannot cope with cyber-bullying

2. because 42% of young Americans want stricter laws

3. because of the tragedies which have been caused by online bullying

4. because Canada is currently considering passing a strict law against cyber-
bullying
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14. According to the article, how many American states have passed legislation on

cyber-bullying?

1.42 2.43
3.44 4. 45
15. The underlined phrase 'to cope with' in paragraph 3 could be replaced with?
1. to put up with 2. to run with
3. to deal with 4. to go with
Passage 3

The new economy has created great business opportunities as well as great turmoil.
Not since the Industrial Revolution have the stakes of dealing with change been so
high. Most traditional organizations have accepted, in theory at least, that they must
make major changes. Even large new companies recognize that they need to manage
the changes associated with rapid entrepreneurial growth. Despite some individual
successes, however, this remains difficult, and few companies manage the process
as well as they would like. Most companies have begun by installing new
technology, downsizing, restructuring, or trying to change corporate culture, and

most have had low success rates. About 70 percent of all change initiatives fail.

The reason for most of these failures is that in their rush to change their
organizations, managers become mesmerized by all the different, and sometimes
conflicting, advice they receive about why companies should change, what they
should try to accomplish, and how they should do it. The result is that they lose
focus and fail to consider what would work best for their own company. To improve
the odds of success, it is imperative that executives understand the nature and

process of corporate change much better.

Most companies use a mix of both hard and soft change strategies. Hard change
results in drastic layoffs, downsizing, and restructuring. Soft change is based on
internal organizational changes and the gradual development of a new corporate
culture through individual and organization learning. Both strategies may be

successful, but it is difficult to combine them effectively. Companies that are able to

do this can reap significant payoffs in productivity and profitability.
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16. What is the article mainly about?
1. Corporate marketing plans
2. New developments in technology
3. Ways for companies to increase profits
4. How companies try to adapt to new conditions
17. The word “turmoil” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to
1. correction 2. attraction
3. disorder 4. regulation
18. According to the article, why do so many attempts to change fail?
1. Soft change and hard change are different.
2. Executives are interested only in profits.
3. The best methods are often not clear.

4. Employees usually resist change.
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matiamaih "ERROR IDENTIFICATION"

1. Verb form
szipu mmﬁﬂwamémgﬂﬁm%m (Verb form) owiuideslatemilsse Uil
1. Subject - verb agreement
2. Tenses
3.Finite or non-finite verb

4. 1% Voice fia

5. lamnsenragiianlil V.2 unu V.3 wielunndunu

Examples :
1. Evidence of this may be saw in the terrifying figures of family decomposition.
a b C d

Maouiignae e C deaudiilu seen mae v.be+v.3 wie v.ing

2. One Sunday morning, a minister was told congregation that their church
a b

was badly in need of repairs.
c d

Maoviignie ¥e a deadilu Active verb #s told

Y

2. Word form

sis (Word form) fuFesiioondoronifiulszfidntomis anwAanaamshenseliiumadoy
wiluzeamsld Part of speech Aafivierariiananaeld Adjective unuii Adverb, 1% Noun unuii
Verb iludu @aﬁwﬁgmmzﬁwﬁﬁmi“uﬂ:mmﬂﬁmﬁwﬁﬁn?\mﬁu fetimmnnnnnandusmadui Word
form #e beauty (n.), beautiful (adj.), beautifully (adv.). w3e long (adj.), lengthen (v.),

length(n.) w3e compare (v.), comparable (adj.), comparison (n.) Wudu
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Example :
1. In a record dive in his bathysphere, William Beebe was the first person
a

to explore the ocean at a deep of 3,028 feet.

b c d

oo 4o C foaud Word form a1 a deep (adj.) fiu a depth (n.) mseiinumds

preposition (luiiiiie at ) deafudmm

2. Psychologists generally agreement that a certain stimulus must be present each
a b C
time a habitual action is carried out.
d

Y k4
o A o 2 v I
Maevde ¥o & mswlu clause usniidananier dniudsdeadiilu agree
*fenezilig choice udazdeilumiialaliigh

[ Fa
1. dumiavsenthnvesdaiiuluilse Toa

2. drasmeveam (SUffix)

3. Word choice

o H <3| o { A 4 < <] a 4 ! o
msaenlim (Word choice) dlusiadeiiisusenveasuinnizesniialsziduvesnnuianainisesiine:

] Yo = = Y o & X i
!ﬂuﬂ']icl"]fﬂ']"] WLNLL‘V]uﬂﬁ]gcl"]fﬂﬂﬂ']ﬁuﬂclf\igﬂhl'w']ﬂim

Example :
1. One of London’s most beautiful parks is Hyde Park nearly the Thames River.
a b ¢ d

o { I
Maeuiigndesio ¥e d deudiflu near

2. Modern people, alike their ancestors, are curious about the nature of the

universe.
a b C d

Mneviigndesie 9o D deaudilu like
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3. In much of Alaska, the growing season is such short that crops cannot be raised.
a b C d

fmovde 4o C deswdilu SO (SO + adj. + that clause)

4. Even during economic booms, there is a small number of unemployment.
a b C d

faoude 4o d deulden NUMber Wy amount ms1zldsusuunivhilése unemployment

4. Parallellism

Usziduvesnnuianmamalonsaluides Parallellism fel¥dmaaviianielassadsnnamninouglu
NQNVRIY
Example:
1. Lumber from redwoods is in great demand because of its straight
a b

grain, attractive color, and durable.
Cc d

TTT N R,
mmoude Yo d deadiilu durability esnndlunguilifluduisue

2. The best work is not always done by those who work the faster.
a b ¢ d

v ' v
Mmouiigndesie Yo d dewmilu fastest dunadriiindranihie the best (the wmihnmsafewiteudu

fign)

3. Direct mail advertising serves to acquaint customers with product, alert them to

new
a b
opportunities, and paving the way for other sales activities.
c d
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Maeude ¥o C marzldmAaTassadunnamdnlunguiaiiu Infinite wawua (to acquaint uas
alert) dunage alert iu Simple form anfudnzudligndesdeand paving «fu pave Feoglu

51 Simple form wwdeadiu

5. Conjunction

dudenfigndestuaasnnuianaaluisesves Conjunction eniidnyus ladnuazuiidail
1. 1% Correlative Aaq wu not only ....... But also, both ... .... and, neither... ... nor,
either ....... or fludu

2. 1% Conjunction fash wuld Who luiiiinasld which, 14 and geudeanuiifianummedaud
fuld but sudennuiindosauiu Hudu

3. 14 Preposition wu 1% during luiifiaasld when, 14 because of unu because fudu

Examples:
1. In all this, both the United States, on one side, or Soviet Russia, on the
a b c
other are deeply involved.
d

o { & o
Maeuiigndesie 98 C oty and mszddandhie both

2. Making sequences of symbols that are not significant

but rigolously logical is far

more difficult with it sounds.
d

fneuiigndesie 4o d dewd Preposition with iflu Conjunction than Fwwasms
R ouieudiuns

6. Number

o J o o X {o a o o
GluﬂTtﬂﬁNﬂi]‘H NIU (Number) WNWEJ?]?Q mmuuu%mﬁmaaﬂﬁﬂm'imzLazmumiugﬂmamﬂmuuaz

P 4 ) a A ' a Y o 244 0 = ¢ o v 2
wynnilaena il ldmsidn S wieludn S dhemluntinandmarivesdumniu
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Tudeaeuilszian Error ldentification fudenfigndesssiinnadanaamabiennsaioniianyuzladnyasnil

@

N

=De

1. Muwgtienumindside Wi e a couple (of), (a) few, a number of, both, many,
several, each of, one of, all (suuwiin4), some (Fuumnivlild), these, those, etc. (siuuanih
naamiinandeldgnygmnnisazgn)

2. Bwumywaindadae il Ao @, an, amount of, a single, each, every, much, one,
this, that, etc. (Huaasimdsmiinanndesldzionnaiiazgndos)

3. wuniulilduwiitusgennnind ovwdtigUwynaieehu iy S ouaaswywad
wu informations, furnitures, golds, deers, teeths, childs, etc. (dedlasnisda S ﬁmnﬁmax
waeu childs v children)

4. ¥qwywnivesumnlszan (Compound noun) wuvdan wu detectives stories, toys
stores, car races, three two- months courses, etc. (mnfaiign Aedudusavimihiin Adjective
Slifgunymaidnde Tums e hilsdnny fufulu nsdiilisdeddytiennmifumudusnitnun il detective

gy

stories, toy stores, car races, three two-month courses)

5. W¥uensmauiinanduwygnnilugenna wu hundred of, thousand of, million
of (mndnfigndedludeiifeduensauiiawde of wdludumummadimeduiudomdiuensmaufindiin
du hundreds of, thousands of, millions of dauuensauiilildmudae of i Adjective 5

lifigUnywniania wu three thousand men dunald@aziiiui thousand liawdae Of 3ahifinmsidu S)

Examples :

1. At one time many person believed that some forked twigs had

supernatural powers.
a b C d

Y

. . o <
Mapuiigndes fe ¥ D nasm Many amudeuuwynnl Jsdewdiilu persons

2. Hundred of antibiotics have been developed, but only about 30 are in common
use today.
a b c d

Y Y

fnouiignie e a deadilu Hundreds
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3. Doctor are discovering that there is a strong psychological component

to chronic pain.
a b C d

o { S o A g
Maeungnie ve a deaudiilu DOCLOrs dunanseonilunymal fe are

7. Pronoun

o

Usuifuitos mmdawmalumsld Pronoun endidnuas ladnumenils il

1. mmibizeandesfuvesdnnumazassmnu (nnngug Pronoun wdesfigaamniamiiou Noun fish
faqatdszms &1 Noun fhunewdis Pronoun w3e Possessive adjective funuidowaaanaids &
Noun sfhunene Pronoun wie Possessive adjective funuidoailumeny  fudu)

The girl has lost his keys in the pub. («4 his «fu her)

Those men planned to start his project on Monday. («4 his «ifu their)

2. %51 Pronoun fanthit nanfe 195udszsmumugilnssu 5uld she unu her, whom unu
who w3014 Possessive pronoun theirs unuiiaz14 Possessive adjective their vielumanduiu

3.% Pronoun Taglisuilu ndnde fulszsmeguddald Pronoun ihulszsshdeusn
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Examples :
1. Charlie, whom went out with Mr. Lee’s daughter last night, was the
only heir_of the
a b C d

millionaire.

o d ; p 4 4 - o 2
Mneiign fie Yo @ dowlaon Whom iflu Who msedsiiaun fie nso1 went duiu Jedesld

Relative pronoun jiiszsm

2. Almost all the reserved water which was used during the summer.
a b C d

fmeuiign Ae ¥ C doin Relative pronoun which il msizise Teaiifszsmeguda fe the

Y

reserved water

3. The teacher was justly annoyed by him walking in_ate and disturbing the class.
a b C d

Maouiign Ao 4o b feadiiiu his (adj.) vevewsww walking

8. Comparison

' ' ' . ' v
fideniigndesdaaasnnudanaialuisesves COmMparison eniidnvusladnyuzwil dsil
k2 - 9 H -
1. ¥ euiouiuni (Comparative) unuiuiga (Superlative) wislunanduiu
2. l¥51ulieuiiennnang

Examples :

1. When salmon in Washington State’s Puget Sound region swim upriver to spawn,
a b
the Skagit River hosts the bigger of all the runs.
C d

Maouiigndes Ao e d doadifiu biggest mad the shwith uaz of all the runs

a A a o A = y A
L!ﬁﬂ\iﬂ1§ﬁl‘%ﬂulﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂu§nujuﬁﬂq uuﬂaﬂWi!lﬁﬂU!ﬂﬂUmuﬂqﬁ
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2. Hydrocarbon, too well as many other organic compounds, frequently form

polymers.
a b c d

o A 5 a A e H H
Maeviigndes e de @ deudilu as amungmsnSeuieuiiniiu 1931 as + adjective w3e

adverb + as

3. Natural mica of a superior quality is cheapest to obtain than synthetic mica.
a b C d

Y v 9 9
wirtumid than eglulszlenil dnfudeslimanouiisnduniuiueu aniu de C Fal%
honssiranaiandsudiilu cheaper

9. Article

dmsudeaey Error ldentification finsmwasnhensaiites Article u dudenfifinaniianain

mehmnssioeiisnuasladnuasnils dil

1. 1% Article a whisududedesas: wu a hour, a heir, a aunt, etc. (Aoaufiilu
an wanua)

2. 1% Article an ﬁmﬁwﬁwﬁsﬁuﬁuﬁamamws]“aﬂuz wu @n university, an unanimous
decision, an human, etc. (foaiiu a wanua)

3. 1% Article fawiia nandeld Indefinite article (a ,an) unu Definite article (the)
Wiolunanaunu

4. 1% Article luisuniilinas 1S eluiiinas19ua 14

Humans need the water. (sia the funstznandamniy i ldi lusinme ludeed Article

i)

She likes to play violin. (feeld the niidamiesnunisedowdiiiu the violin)

Examples :
1. Longevity refers to the span of life of a organism.
a b C d

o { ) Y v ) v § o 9 o
ﬂW]E]‘]JﬁQﬂ@]@Q ﬁﬂ "illﬁ) d mﬂzslwgﬂ“bmnimmmmﬂu an Lﬁaummmmmﬁmaiz o
organism
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2._At end of the Civil War, the United State was ready to resume with a
a b
roaring surge the westward expansion which had been interrupted_for
four years.
C d

v 4
Mmouiigndes Ao de @ dewdiilu At the end msziflumsiame

10. Verbal

Useifuves anufanmaisesnse i (Verbal or non-finite verb) ewfluzeslaiseanils
Sase'lil

1. 1% Infinite unufisz1¥ Gerund wielumsndudiu

2. 14 Present participle (v.-ing) unuiiez14 Past participle (v.3) w3olumanduiu

3. 1431 Verbal uuviaq wu to introducing, to walking

4. 1% Infinite w3e Gerund wdshinsen (can, may, must, will, etc.) wu can to go

Examples :

1. People complain that the costs of campaigning are so high that only the rich can

a b c
afford_running for office.
d

wda V. afford desaude Infinite i maou fo 4o d Fadoadiiiu to run

2. The Bachelor Club, establishing in 1950, was the first sports center for
a b c
French bachelors in Florida.
d

Maoude Yo a deaudiilu established (v.3)
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NOTE :

1. Verbal finwnds Preposition fewilu Gerund (v-ing) iwu without smiling

2. nsdinsndesmianssu (Transitive verb) iy Participle 1den 2 j1a:1431 Present
participle (v-ing) w3e Past participle (v.3) Ifgiiammun

* dmwde by we Prepositional phrase v14 v.3 wu the bridge built by ........
established in 1950, etc.

* dawdie Noun 14 v-ing wu building the house

11. Preposition

o

Yszifiuvesmmifianmailinaaoy 3os Preposition ewiidnuusladgnsuznil 4l
1. 1 Preposition whlulusumisitlinaseziivieda Preposition fvlusumisiinisezd
2. 14 Preposition fiada

Examples :

1. Einstein provides us, according to experts in physics, with insights about the

universe.
a b C d

fnouiign fie Yo d feaudiflu into (insight + into)

2. Candles were mankind’s chief source of illumination since at least 2,000 years.
a b c d

#oil14 Preposition iada isuiudh 2,000 years naasszezina (Period of time) azifudesls

for unu since 1. choice ¥ C

3. Some of the most of spectacular waterfalls in the easter United State are found in
the

Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania.
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9

#eil14 Preposition luiiihin1s14 fie 4o b deuia Of il msrzlufiiidosmsuansmsiiouieusu
7ega the most spectacular

12. Word order

2 v Y v ]
dnvazanuRanamamahnnsaises Word order de fidaawua 2 svuliFseddunuuaduniaginy

@

Y
voesqlu Yoaoudl il

Examples:

1. It estimated is that only about thirty percent of our planet’s surface consists of

land.

o { % o v o a ST H
Maeunigndes fie e A HiinmsizesddumAasowdilu 1S estimated

2. About two thousand_years ago, Arabians in Persia began to craft clay pots,
a
an innovation that accompanied the appearance of agriculture in the
b C
area central of the continent.

d

Maoufigndos Ao 4o d Faimsesdhdumaadowdiilu central area (Adjective dosagmils Noun)

3. Plutonium is a rare extremely and precious element.
a b C d

Maouiigndes e de D Feiimsdusdduaadewdiiu extremely rare (Adverb fosegniti Adjective)
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MCU-GET :WRITING TEST

*kkhkkkhkhhkkhkkkhkkhkhhkhkkikkrkkhhkhkhkkihkkihkkhkhkhkikkihkkhhkhkhkkikkikkhkhkikkhkkikkik

A. Error ldentification (20 items)

Directions: Choose one underlined part that must be changed to make the sentence
correct.

1.  Buddhism is a religion which teaches that the way to end suffering is by

1 2
overcome your desires.
3 4
2. Thai students have been urged to improve his English so they can compete with
1 2
people from other Southeast Asian nations.
3 4
3. The activity was a success because children enjoyed to do it.
1 2 3 4
4, He works on his research project now in his senior year.
1 2 3 4
5. _Play sports at an early age offers many physical and psychological benefits.
1 2 3 4
6.  The official religion in Thailand is Theravada Buddhism, practiced by
1 2
more than 95% of the population and by many reside in Laos, Myanmar,
3 4

and Cambodia.

7. Most communities welcome people who are interesting in religious life.
1 2 3 4
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8. Yesterday, a group of 23 senators send a letter to President Obama regarding the

1 2 3
negotiations between the P5+1 and Iran.
4
9. Some students finished the task very quick, but others needed a lot more time.
1 2 3 4

10. The lives of a typical Tibetan Buddhist monk involves detachment from
1 2 3
chaotic modernity.
4

11.  Arecently survey by NIDA poll shows that Bangkok residents are the

1 2 3
unhappiest.
4
12.The Buddha advised everyone not to cry over the disintegration of the physic body
1 2 3
but to regard his teachings as their teacher from then on.
4
13.City at risk in the face of climate change—Ilike San Francisco, New York, Miami
1 2 3
Beach and countless regions in between—must take these lessons into account.
4
14. Thai people are among the most religious people in the world; they take all
Buddha
1 2 3
days very serious.
4
15. EU plans to help developing countries better address the impact of
1 2
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climate change, like the affect of droughts and floods on agriculture.
3 4

16. His Majesty the King has come up with creative and practical ideas
1 2
to tackle his subject’s problems.
3 4

17. Buddhism has a strong individualistic component: everyone has
1 2
responsibility at their own happiness in life.
3 4
18. In Visakha Bucha Day, Buddhists all over the world commemorate events of
1 2
significance of Buddhists of all traditions: the birth, enlightenment and the
3

passing away of Guatama Buddha.
4
19.  Nimmanhaemin is now home to numerous hip establishments catering to online
1 2
workers and collect the rewards of the work-from-your-laptop phenomenon.
3 4
20. Buddhism is a religion who encompasses a variety of traditions, beliefs,
1 2
and spiritual practices largely based on teachings attributed to the Buddha.
3 4
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madiamsimdeasn Sentence Completion

sinvvestoasuiiueeials ?
Y '
— doaovuludniiilulsz Tenfituaduviame)
nagevezls — HuminaaeuaruiGesanuminovesiidwsi (Vocabulary) nazwdnlhonsaiag

(Grammar)
winnwisesvesmdny (Vocabulary) dessmilselon ievhanudilanazanunsadendaudonldedia

£y

v
gndewazaeandoanunalszTon

winawiseslassaiahnnsel (Grammar) Jnsegdihdlafiviame ez ldiihulse Toaauysel vie
voamahifluilszTenndesmsnageunan honsalizeses s udmdmaou..
1. anwwinevessidans (Vocabulary)

@

o Y A a ! dqy A o < o 2y o g 1y 3y Ay
11!ﬂ']iﬂ']‘ﬂ@ﬁ’ﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁ@\‘illﬁl]']ﬁbluﬂ']i'ﬂ']u, ms1zse Tean vt ANNVNAAUIING ‘U'I\WI’Jﬂmlllg, 1IINADUDINING
Yo a dy

) o Ay 1y ) o o g 1 A Yy = g
Il‘].]“]f’)mﬂW@]'Jtﬂ‘liJg, memg%ﬂmﬂamluﬂm Tﬂﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁummm ﬂﬂﬁ'}ﬂfﬂ\iﬂﬁﬁiﬂﬂ‘lﬂﬂﬁ1ﬂu ﬂiziﬂﬂmummuﬂu

...and I love... nazilszleaduaniadly .. but I hate...

1) | love dogs and | cats. 1) | love dogs Hut | cats.

1. No one can go home the work is finished.
1: because 2: because of
3: until 4: if

foaoutoiiihudoaouit and Foe Preposition (swennm) vousiugay dwsudeideunla  “lud
Tnsnduthuld ........ sy’ ientlasenuud aueusnsdaimsiuin feditunisezaeouiiesls  Fuszm
I&aodafimelihinelinnunmei “sund, awnseie”’
(A) because msizh (Fosmmés sz 1) (B) because of msre, ileunun (fiildosmuds N. wie
phrase winiu) (C) until sunt (D) if &

@

v v - v
guiudeiivenoy (C) until wueq
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2. Tnseasrahensal (Grammar)

1) The sales report at the moment. I’ll have it ready for you by the
end of the week.

1) is prepared 2) prepares

3) is being prepared 4) has been prepared

asuve 3 ) IS being prepared Jszswde sales report hiswisanszsiinzen prepare ldios
wivew fufute  2) prepares sundanaufudiusn tazidefinsanan Tenses Fuswedrh at the
moment fiwenna o vazdy iwausadendmente 3 ) is being prepared il Passive

voice lusil Present Continuous Tense diag

a o 4
ANTIZH lang
o [ Yy g a 3 : v H H H g o
anaenna 4 do iugidnemanuedaszanmsidams 1y Active-Passive Voice wmsizaziumdn
o 0 ' - o ¢ . & A ' \
hensel (Grammar) gaihwmaseuludiuil msnaaeundnmsldhensaiszuteeniluGodie wu

Tenses, Passive voice, Subjunctive, Conditional Sentences, Comparisons, Subject-

Verb agreement, Preposition uaz Conjunction :fudu

2) The president got his assistant the meeting when he was busy.
1. to conduct 2. Conduct
3. Conducted 4. Conducting

* doduna M1 9ot wie get imslild 2 uuw

1. Get someone to do something

2. Get something done

S5z Tang X

I A a o Y 91 < o A ' Y ' o ¥
AWANUNIGUDS TaNg ﬂaﬂszﬁmuwmz"lwQmmﬂuﬂummumiﬂszﬁyma DIVINIVIYY ANUUANNNNIYIS

1350 1 dnfusmeviie 1 to conduct
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: Incomplete Sentences

| Directions: You will see a sentence with a missing word. Four possible answers follow
the sentence. Choose the best answer to the question.

101. The two companies are the same business.
(A) in (B) an
(C) from (D) during
102. a lot of profit were made last year, everyone was really delighted.
(A) If (8) Why
(C) Because (D) When
103. If they aware of the economic situation, they could have avoided losing
their savings.
(A) were (B) are
(C) have been (D) had been
104. Make checks to the supplier.
(A) paid (B) payable
(C) paying (D) pay
105: Ms. Delware is both a talented manager a very good cook.
(A) nor (B) and
(C) though (D) but
M06: ___ his advisor said that the outcome looked really hopeful, Mr. Allen refused
to invest more money,
(A) Since (B) Although
(C) In conclusion (D) As well as

44



Preparation for MCU-GET By : LIMCU 2021

a )
UNTIEHAINDUY

101. (A) in

sudente (A) Hummeuiignies wnmihlivsdluesinmminuanysal fe “eaeouidv
movihonilugsiuuuidniu drudedug fianumndlidhiuuiundod

(B) on (uw) (C) from (97n) (D) during (5¥%i)

102. (C) Because

Yeimaasuidon conjunction Fanmldandaidanindy conjunction ionua

Ameufigndesiede (C) Because lHidonmauarnavasUseloaddoiu Taumauey
Ustloadide “Tiudwirdlsléunn" wafe “nnq Aulasiiraugy” dadadenduy Lilald
Bouiauanomauazua foll

(A) If (&) (B) Why (vila) (D) When (iile)

103. (D) had been

Yotinnasudosvesy if-cause downainusluatusiudg if udiudensesiumioves
verb

\flonduey if-clause Mandlin sxtuinnduves main clause fie could have avoided
ﬁoﬁ’ﬂag’luiﬂ‘ma%ﬁa would + have + past participle (V.3) uaglassa¥oniliaiuide if + past
perfect aulAseadneuey if-clause type 3 (if + past perfect + subject + would + have + past
participle)

garfutdie (D) had been Midu past perfect 5\1Lﬁuﬁwauﬁgnﬁao

104. (B) payable

detlenvazendnmioy inszisindnledn adjective dosagmin noun wirdy udluue
Teseads Tasiawizn1sansy adjective @nnsasmumds noun 16 edhaitulanddod

anuadeudalanddiaenisasidiaudn “Make checks able to be paid to the supplier.”
(Frefvudroandulifdsauddie) wiledinisansyu able to be paid Avznanuidu
adjective IWS2HDIvENEF1IY checks MlATIATI0 make someone something 9F1997N
make someone + do something W312ATI1 make Tulmsea¥1e make someane something
fanumnglude “hliidu" ud make someone + do something 7 make flAnNamNe
Tuida “dedulvivin®
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L

She made me do it. (woUsAulEwYIn-make Tuiliwneie Todu)

You make me happy. (AalFduUTIAILEY-make Tudtivaneiia vinl¥idu)

uwaclulaseadne make someone something i something ansaduléiie adjective
waz noun Yuagiuuium ity

You make me happy. (AaVITliduilauay-muiy adjective)

You make me a better man. (AashlFrudugusfiEtiu-audy noun)

deundusniilavdded drevndrdiwn oy make + noun TR TuTA I TULULS
3 a1 A

1. make someone + do something (DaAuT¥vin)

2. make someone something (adjective)

3. make someone something (noun)

goinATamisudy Waliidie ldansnsodeduliiuihedlsld Seflaudululdiuioe
ia 2 3o 3

Tuuszlum “Make checks able to be paid to the supplier.” #1371 able (a1u13a) THvene
A checks fotiudeiifemoute (8) payable i adjective

98 (A) paid 1u past participle ldasnsaldmumnds causative verb i1 make 16

{8 (C) paying D present participle lalanunsaldmumay causative verb A1 make
Ay

drudin (D) pay 10u present simple Tuannsaldluugunidls

105. (B) and
fotlTarui3ey correlative conjunction wiafdus e léun
gither .... or ... neither ... nor ...
not only .... but also ... both .... and ...

- 1 1 :I.l' w1 ar 1 ar e 1 . Lo ] 1
mdusugmarilfioclidgiuane lalannsoadudld wu either Favdifu or adiu nor
Lo w 1 ar LT 1 J o ar tl L Jﬂ L Lo » 1 ar
14l#, both Aovdiv and azdfiuatwdulild dvdudelidudesmeude (8) and mdngdiv
#7171 both

106. (B) Although

- . o am " as - " |
Tanddaidimnumnedn ... fiusnueswuanikadndgaianuniounn usam
Satauidonsufiasviazamuiiia
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MCU-GET : WRITING TEST

kkkhkkhkkkhkkhhkhkhkkkhkkikkihkhkihkikkihkhkkhkikkkikkik

B. Sentence Completion (20 items)
Directions: Choose the best answer to complete each question.

1. Since walking into the gallery on a whim recently, | several return
trips.
1. already have make 2. already made have
3. have already made 4. have already make

2. Statistic Korea, in South Korea, independent bookstores are on the
decline.
1. In addition 2. Although
3. Therefore 4. According to

3. This alternative approach made Buddhism for a greater number

of people.

1. more acceptable 2. most acceptably
3. more acceptability 4. Acceptably

4.. Women to touch monks and should not stay alone in the same room

as a monk.

1. forbid 3. are forbidden
2. forbidding 4. are forbidding

5. Ataround 6 p.m., of meditation and prayer begins in temples.
1. a two-hours session 3. a two-hours sessions
2. two-hours sessions 4. a two-hour session

6. Itis worth that although charisma can be learned, it can’t be faked.
1. note 3. to note
2. noting 4. noted

47



Preparation for MCU-GET By : LIMCU 2021
7. Buddhism gave them an option for work outside the traditional of

family and home.

1. spawn 2. Sphere

3. spree 4. spring
8. After extreme dedication to both social work and spiritual study, a
monk can

be promoted gradually until he reaches the Sangha Supreme Council.
1. demonstrating 2. demonstrated
3. demonstrates 4. have demonstrated

9. Buddhists believe that nothing is fixed or permanent and that change is _

possible.

1. never 2. hardly

3. always 4. somewhat
10. When an immediate threat appears, our mind focuses the things that
are

really important.

1. at 2. with

3.1in 4.0n
11. Jade was once considered than gold by the Chinese who refined the

carving of it into a major art form during the Ming dynasty.

1. valuable 2. as valuable
3. more valuable 4. most valuable
12. Most religions by their beliefs.
1. are given 2. are provided
3. are demanded 4. are defined
13. If there no rules, the majority of people would probably continue to

interact positively.
1. was 2. were

3.1is 4. are
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18.

19.
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All evening classes were cancelled heavy rain.

1. regardless of 2. in spite of

3. dueto 4. as a matter of

John has been obese for as long as he can remember, he is determined to

lose weight with a special low calorie diet.

1. However 3. On the contrary

2. Although 4. In spite of

Chiang Mai has seen a huge boom in tourism from middle-class China

1. sooner or later 2. inrecent years

3. many years ago 4. once in a while

It is apparent that the number of expats coming to Thailand every

year.

1. increased 2. is increased

3. isincreasing 4. had increased

The other guests were already there we arrived.

1. by the time 2. prior to

3. during 4. yet
The Sangha World in Thailand about 200,000 monks and
85,000 novices at most times of the year.

1. consist of 2. is consisting of

3. consists of 4. is consisted of

20. All monks must follow 227 strict precepts or rules of conduct,

concern

their relations with members of the opposite sex.

1. many of which 2. many of whom

3. many of whose 4. many of who
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PARAGRAPH WRITING

A paragraph consists of several sentences that are grouped together. This
group of sentences together discuss one main subject. In formal academic
English, paragraphs have three principal parts. These three parts are the topic
sentence, body sentences, and the concluding sentence.

A topic sentence usually comes at the beginning of a paragraph; that is, it is
usually the first sentence in a formal academic paragraph. It is the most general
sentence in a paragraph. What does "most general” mean? It means that there
are not many details in the sentence, but that the sentence introduces an overall
idea that you want to discuss later in the paragraph.

For example, suppose that you want to write a paragraph about the natural

landmarks of your hometown. The first part of your paragraph might look like
this:

My hometown is famous for several amazing natural features. First, it is noted
for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on the other side
of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep.

(Notice how the first sentence begins with *My hometown..." a few spaces to
the right of the paragraph edge. This is an indentation. All paragraphs in
English MUST begin with an indentation.)

(Notice how the first sentence begins with "My hometown..." a few spaces to
the right of the paragraph edge. This is an indentation.

All paragraphs in English MUST begin with an indentation.)

Note how the first sentence, My hometown, Wheaton, is famous for several
amazing geographical features, is the most general statement. This sentence is
different from the two sentences that follow it, since the second and third
sentences mention specific details about the town's geography, and are not
general statements.

Here are some examples of sentences that cannot be used as topic sentences.

Can you figure out why they are inappropriate?
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1. My hometown is famous because it is located by Wheaton River, which is
very wide, and because it is built near an unusually steep hill called Wheaton
Hill.

2. There are two reasons why some people like to buy cars with automatic

transmission and two reasons why others like cars with manual transmission.

3. Clouds are white.
The problem with sentence #1 is that it contains too many details. Topic
sentences are general, and details should appear later in the paragraph. A better
topic sentence would be like the one mentioned above, My hometown is famous
for several amazing geographical features.
Sentence #2 is not appropriate as a topic sentence because it mentions two
topics, not just one. Paragraphs are usually about one main thing and so their
topic sentences should also be about only one main thing.
The problem with sentence #3 is that it is too general. It is also very boring!
Would you like to read a paragraph with this topic sentence? Most people
would not.
We can rewrite sentences #2 and #3 in the following ways to make it better:
There are two reasons why some people like to buy cars with automatic
transmission.
OR (in a different paragraph):

There are two reasons why some people like cars with manual transmission.

The shapes of clouds are determined by various factors.

Supporting Sentences

Consider again the above-mentioned, short paragraph:
My hometown, Wheaton, is famous for several amazing natural features. First,
it is noted for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on
the other side of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very

steep.
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When a reader reads a topic sentence, such as My hometown, Wheaton, is
famous for several amazing natural features, a question should usually appear
in the reader's mind.

In this case, the question should be like, *"What are the natural features that

make Wheaton famous?"

The reader should then expect that the rest of the paragraph will give an answer
to this question.

Now look at the sentences after the topic sentence. We can see that the second
sentence in the paragraph, First, it is noted for the Wheaton River, which is
very wide and beautiful, indeed gives an answer to this question.

That is, the second sentence gives some explanation for the fact that Wheaton
Is a famous town.

Similarly, we can see that the third sentence also gives some explanation for
the fact that Wheaton is famous by giving another example of an "amazing
natural feature," in this case, Wheaton Hill.

The second and third sentences are called supporting sentences.

They are called "supporting" because they "support,” or explain, the idea
expressed in the topic sentence.

Of course, paragraphs in English often have more than two supporting

ideas. The paragraph above is actually a very short paragraph. At minimum,

you should have at least five to seven sentences in your paragraph.

Here we can see our paragraph about Wheaton with a few more supporting
sentences:

My hometown is famous for several amazing natural features. First, it is noted
for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on the other
side of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep. The
third amazing feature is the Big Old Tree. This tree stands two hundred feet tall
and is probably about six hundred years old.

In formal paragraphs you will sometimes see a sentence at the end of the
paragraph which summarizes the information that has been presented. This is
the concluding sentence.

You can think of a concluding sentence as a sort of topic sentence.
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My hometown is famous for several amazing natural features. First, it is noted
for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on the other
side of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep. The
third amazing feature is the Big Old Tree. This tree stands two hundred feet tall

and is probably about six hundred years old. These three landmarks are truly

amazing and make my hometown a famous place.

Notice how the concluding sentence, These three landmarks are truly amazing
and make my hometown a famous place, summarizes the information in the
paragraph.

Notice also how the concluding sentence is similar to, but not exactly the same
as, the topic sentence.
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Details in Paragraphs

The short paragraph in this lesson is a fairly complete paragraph, but it lacks
details. Whenever possible, you should include enough details in your
paragraphs to help your reader understand exactly what you are writing
about. In the paragraph about Wheaton, three natural landmarks are
mentioned, but we do not know very much about them. For example, we could
add a sentence or two about Wheaton river concerning HOW wide it is or
WHY it is beautiful. Consider this revision (and note the additional details in
bold):

My hometown is famous for several amazing natural features. First, it is noted
for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. On either side of this
river, which is 175 feet wide, are many palm trees which have long branches
that can move gracefully in the wind. In autumn the leaves of these trees fall
and cover the riverbanks like golden snow. Also, on the other side of the town
Is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep. Even though it is
steep, climbing this hill is not dangerous, because there are some firm rocks
along the sides that can be used as stairs. There are no trees around this hill, so
it stands clearly against the sky and can be seen from many miles away. The
third amazing feature is the Big Old Tree. This tree stands two hundred feet tall
and is probably about six hundred years old. These three landmarks are truly
amazing and make my hometown a famous place.

Topic Sentences in Paragraphs
A topic sentence gives the main idea of a paragraph. It usually occurs as the
first or last sentence of the paragraph. Some paragraphs will not have a topic
sentence, if the main point is obvious. Others might place the topic sentence
slightly differently. Occasionally, as in this paragraph, the topic sentence might
begin the paragraph but be restated in a different way at the end. That is to say,
most writers put the topic sentence of a paragraph at the beginning or the end
or both.
Every sentence in a paragraph must be grammatically correct, in so much as

that grammar aids in understanding the ideas that the writer would like to
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convey. The topic sentence, in particular, must be very well written and very
clear to readers.

Most writing has an introductory paragraph or an introduction of a paragraph,
and a conclusion of a paragraph or concluding paragraph. The introduction and
conclusion are, of course, supported by body paragraphs. The typical body
paragraph develops, supports, or elaborates a given topic sentence.

Expository paragraphs

Descriptive paragraphs

Narrative paragraphs

Persuasive paragraphs
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Topic : Paragraph Writing

Directions: Write a paragraph of about 200 words. Choose only one topic from the list

below. Your paragraph must be well-organized with relevant explanation and support.

e The Value of Education

e QOvercoming a Health Problem

e The Next Wave of Social Media

e (Good Reasons Why Everyone Should Meditate

e My Life Goals

e How to Deal with Health Problems

e (Good Reasons to Learn English

e My Best Experience in Life

e The Importance of Family

o Benefits of Meditation

e The Effect of Social Media on Education

e The Importance of Reading More Books

e Faith as an Important Part of Life

e Popular Culture

e Your Major Achievement

e The Importance of Lifelong Learning

e How to Keep Fit

e The Most Interesting Job in the World

o Benefits of Meditation

e The Hardest Thing | Have Ever Done

e What Animals Can Teach People

e The Importance of Lifelong Learning

e The Most Interesting Job in the World

e The Internet has made the greatest impacts on students’ lives.
e A celebrity should set a good example for young people.
e Students should not bring their cellphones to school.
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e Studying with a teacher is better than studying alone.

e Itis never too late to get a university degree.
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MCU-GET Preparation
Speaking Skills

Sample interview questions:

Tell us about yourself.

How do you feel now?

How many brothers and sisters do you have?

Have you been a monk?

When did you start to work at this university?

What do you like about this university?

What do you like to do in your free time?

Where were you born?

Which country do you want to visit the most? Why?
If I visit your hometown, where should | visit?
Why do you want to do this degree? Why this university?
Why should we offer you a place?

What do you know about this course?

What in particular attracts you to this course?

vV V V V V V V VYV V V V V V V VY

What makes you want to study/work at this university?
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